


A JOURNEY OFA JOURNEY OF  WONDERWONDER

This year brought surprising and wonderful collaborations that expanded our
vision for ministry in ways we couldn't have anticipated. We’ve had the privilege of
partnering with various churches and ministry organizations, each collaboration
enriching our journey. Together, we created spaces for dedicated spiritual care,
offering those we served opportunities for contemplation, growth, and connection.
These shared experiences broadened our perspective of what will be possible
going forward and deepened relationships with ministry partners and
organizations we desire to continue journeying alongside with. 

We experienced God’s abundant favor over our hopes for this year through 
two different and unexpected grants we received. They enabled us to offer a
variety of spiritual contemplative experiences for individuals through intimate and
small cohorts, and collaborative retreats with groups we wouldn’t have been able
to pursue otherwise. It was a generous affirmation of our mission to being a
community that walks alongside people toward spiritual wholeness through
sacred curiosity, care, and contemplative prayer, allowing us to expand our team
and extend our efforts with confidence. Take a look at the ministry snapshots and
the responses from individual participants deeply impacted through the different
offerings in 2023.  

With this support, we entered 2024 inspired and equipped to continue creating
transformative spaces for spiritual care with an even greater capacity to serve and
grow.

Thank you for helping us make room for more wonder!

WOW! Team
Staff: Erika Lee, Manni Lee, May Lee & Lisa Ober
Board: Lisa Mathews, Don Choi, Milly Silencio & Rachelle Verdier

COLLABORATIONCOLLABORATION  && FAVOR FAVOR



IMPACTIMPACT    REPORTREPORT

24% 40%

88% 60% 

94% 34%

96% 52%



YEARYEAR    OFOF                    

THE HEARTS OFTHE HEARTS OF
WONDERWONDER

I experienced listening, care & empathy in our times together.
Those were modeled for me by our leaders who were 

kind, patient, & present. 
I have grown in trust for all of you and 

in slowing down in how I digest scripture.

I feel surrounded by goodness.
Your questions and reflections

help me to feel His love in a
different sort of way.

That was an amazing
experience. I am used to a

speaker/preacher at
retreats. Yet I enjoyed this

experience immensely

The retreat was eye and 
heart opening

              COLLABORATIONCOLLABORATION



RETREATSRETREATS  
The beauty of sacred spaces is found not only in their physical elements but in the profoundThe beauty of sacred spaces is found not only in their physical elements but in the profound  
way they connect us to something greater than ourselves. Our way they connect us to something greater than ourselves. Our silent retreatssilent retreats and  and retreatsretreats  
have created sacred spaces in allowing us to pause, reflect, and transcend the ordinary.have created sacred spaces in allowing us to pause, reflect, and transcend the ordinary.

TOGETHERTOGETHER

BREAKING OUTBREAKING OUT  
OF THE ORDINARYOF THE ORDINARY

The depth of the retreat has lead meThe depth of the retreat has lead me
to want to keep delving deeper intoto want to keep delving deeper into
knowing and loving God forever andknowing and loving God forever and

alwaysalways

The Lord is inviting me into more time ofThe Lord is inviting me into more time of
silence before Him. I feel that I do a lotsilence before Him. I feel that I do a lot
of talking which has been preventingof talking which has been preventing

me from hearing Him in the past.me from hearing Him in the past.

The silence is a sweet welcome andThe silence is a sweet welcome and
reminder that the busyness of life is notreminder that the busyness of life is not
the end goal. With age and experience,the end goal. With age and experience,

we think we’re too important or don’twe think we’re too important or don’t
have the time to stop, but stopping is ahave the time to stop, but stopping is a

gift from the Lord.gift from the Lord.

Like no other retreat, a silent retreatLike no other retreat, a silent retreat
opens you up to tailor-madeopens you up to tailor-made

encounters with God. When we takeencounters with God. When we take
the risk of offering up our time andthe risk of offering up our time and
voice, God responds generously, invoice, God responds generously, in
turn, with the gift of time to be heardturn, with the gift of time to be heard
and to reflect; opportunities to rest,and to reflect; opportunities to rest,
play, walk in nature, and expressplay, walk in nature, and express

ourselves through crafts; the joy ofourselves through crafts; the joy of
processing life and questions weprocessing life and questions we

might have with a spiritual director ormight have with a spiritual director or
discerner; and speaking directly anddiscerner; and speaking directly and

poignantly to you. You’d think thepoignantly to you. You’d think the
whole retreat was about you only towhole retreat was about you only to
learn by the end of the retreat thatlearn by the end of the retreat that

God has done the same for everyoneGod has done the same for everyone
else who has come. It’s quiteelse who has come. It’s quite

uncanny.uncanny.  



GROUPGROUP

FOR YOU ARE WITH MEFOR YOU ARE WITH ME
NONE CAN STAND AGAINST MENONE CAN STAND AGAINST ME

  Lord, thank You that theLord, thank You that the
invitation to come closer neverinvitation to come closer never

goes away; You are alwaysgoes away; You are always
inviting, drawing near. Thank Youinviting, drawing near. Thank You
for letting me stop long enoughfor letting me stop long enough  
to notice this invitation at timesto notice this invitation at times..

t o g e t h e r

Sacred Journeys

JOURNEYINGJOURNEYING

Done In Holy InterruptionDone In Holy Interruption
by Joyce Dalrymple during Journeyby Joyce Dalrymple during Journey

through Advent Seriesthrough Advent Series

Broken bones and a forcedBroken bones and a forced
Sabbatical,Sabbatical,  

punctuated by pain and wonder.punctuated by pain and wonder.  
Shattered plans make room for aShattered plans make room for a

slow unfolding,slow unfolding,  
revealing what was hiddenrevealing what was hidden

beneath all along:beneath all along:  
a gift, a grace of deeper knowinga gift, a grace of deeper knowing

and unknowing.and unknowing.

Birthed not by labor or strife, butBirthed not by labor or strife, but
woven together in mysterywoven together in mystery

that vulnerability is courage andthat vulnerability is courage and
presence is love.presence is love.

Undone tasks give way to anUndone tasks give way to an
understanding that what is doneunderstanding that what is done
in holy interruption is forming mein holy interruption is forming me..



SPIRITUALSPIRITUAL

Expanding offerings and accessibility to care spaces is at the heart of what we want toExpanding offerings and accessibility to care spaces is at the heart of what we want to
do. do. Spiritual direction Spiritual direction is one such care space that allows us to notice God’s beauty andis one such care space that allows us to notice God’s beauty and
presence in the very details of our lives that tend to be overlooked or taken for granted.presence in the very details of our lives that tend to be overlooked or taken for granted.  

One of the grants we received was specifically to support One of the grants we received was specifically to support ministry leaders in urbanministry leaders in urban
settings.settings. We used this financial support to subsidize spiritual direction sessions and We used this financial support to subsidize spiritual direction sessions and
address these common obstacles to those serving in urban contexts:address these common obstacles to those serving in urban contexts:  
time, geographical accessibility, and financial affordability.time, geographical accessibility, and financial affordability.

DIRECTIONDIRECTION

  STEADY, CALM PAUSES TO SINK DEEPER INTO GOD'S PRESENCESTEADY, CALM PAUSES TO SINK DEEPER INTO GOD'S PRESENCE

What stood out to me was my director’sWhat stood out to me was my director’s
ability to take the information I wasability to take the information I was
providing from my specific spiritualproviding from my specific spiritual

context and provide clear perspectivecontext and provide clear perspective
and guidance regardless. She validatedand guidance regardless. She validated
my experiences and made everythingmy experiences and made everything

feel relatable.feel relatable.

60% 70% 36% 66%



AROUND THE TABLEAROUND THE TABLE
GATHERINGSGATHERINGS  

B l e s s e d  
t o  b e

T o g e t h e r
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MINISTRY IN THE CITY HUBMINISTRY IN THE CITY HUB
HOPE CHURCH NYCHOPE CHURCH NYC
OVERSEA CHINESE MISSIONOVERSEA CHINESE MISSION
METRO COMMUNITY CHURCHMETRO COMMUNITY CHURCH
ROXBURY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHROXBURY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  
SOON MOVEMENT GLOBALSOON MOVEMENT GLOBAL
LEADERSHIP EDUCATION AT DUKELEADERSHIP EDUCATION AT DUKE
DIVINITYDIVINITY



EXPENSESEXPENSESBEGINNING BALANCEBEGINNING BALANCE

INCOMEINCOME

Beginning Balance   80,158

Net Operating IncomeNet Operating Income
Accrual Adjustment*Accrual Adjustment*

GROSS INCOMEGROSS INCOME $ 189,139$ 189,139

Affinity GrantAffinity Grant
CapacityCapacity Grant Grant

15,00015,000  
50,00050,000  

TOTAL FUNDSTOTAL FUNDS   $124,139$124,139    

General DonationsGeneral Donations
Table DonationsTable Donations
Scholorship IncomeScholorship Income
Ministry Service IncomeMinistry Service Income

30,42930,429    
73,55373,553
        207207

        19,95019,950      

  $ 88,796$ 88,796NET ASSET BALANCENET ASSET BALANCE

          570570
140,148140,148
    4,8004,800
  20,03420,034
      7,3707,370

                4,3184,318              

AdministrativeAdministrative

Employee Benefits & SalariesEmployee Benefits & Salaries

Legal & Professional FeesLegal & Professional Fees

MinistryMinistry

Network & PartnershipNetwork & Partnership

Processing FeesProcessing Fees

  $$    11,89911,899
    $ (3,261)$ (3,261)  

$177,240$177,240TOTAL EXPENSESTOTAL EXPENSES

*ACCRUAL ADJUSTMENT INCLUDES CREDIT CARD, UNAPPLIED SCHOLARSHIP*ACCRUAL ADJUSTMENT INCLUDES CREDIT CARD, UNAPPLIED SCHOLARSHIP
FUND AND GRANTS, WAGES ACCRUED AND PAID IN THE NEXT YEARFUND AND GRANTS, WAGES ACCRUED AND PAID IN THE NEXT YEAR  

FINANCIAL REPORTFINANCIAL REPORT  



https://womenofwonder.us/

48 Henry Street
New York, NY 10002
646-327-8297

WOW!
WOMEN OF WONDER

@wowincnyc

We want to express our sincere
appreciation to everyone for 
their unwavering support 
and dedication to 
Women of Wonder. 
This work would 
not be possible 
without you.

OUR DEEPEST
GRATTITUDE


